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Protocols, Process and Procedures for Baptisms during COVID 19  

(These will be amended as changes and restrictions are changed by our Diocese, Health and 

Government Officials.) (Revised January 12, 2022) 

 

Diocesan Guidelines: (from Diocesan Web Page) 

 

“The Baptism of infants and young children must not be celebrated during Mass at this 

time.  

With the exception of maintaining physical distancing among family and friends, and the 

priest or deacon sanitizing his hands before and after the pouring of water and anointing, 

the sacrament of Baptism is celebrated in the usual manner according to the Rite of 

Baptism. The water in the font is to be replaced after each baptism.  

Priests and deacons are to wear masks for the celebration of baptism for the protection of 

the infants and children being baptized”. 

 

Baptism Preparation: 

Parents and families requesting baptism for their first child will need to complete the 

preparation process “Starting Point”. This will be done with support and communication 

with Colleen Keane.  

It is not mandatory for those families who have done preparation with older children to 

repeat a preparation process. However, the invitation for them to visit the Starting Point 

online prep and refresh is an option.  

It can be accessed here https://dynamiccatholic.com/starting-point Another good resource 

I use with our experienced families is the Strong Catholic Families Strong Catholic Family 

Faith Assessment Tool which invites parents to take some time to fill out a questionnaire 

together and visit the questions addressing – ‘how are we doing on our family faith 

journey?’  

You will be sent a ‘refresher’ short video and email with brief reminders and notes during 

the week prior to your celebration date. This will include any updates and/or changes to 

our COVID restriction journey. 

Every effort to keep in touch with and communicate with families seeking baptism is done 

via email, phone and virtual meetings, especially as it pertains to the ever-changing 

restrictions of COVID. Please do not hesitate to get in touch with Collen at ckeane@dol.ca 

or 519-350-2420 with your questions.  
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Baptisms Safety protocols:  
 

1. Up to two families will be booked for celebration of baptism for each time slot. We 
can safely seat and accommodate this number in our churches.  

 
2. We will have support people at each baptism to assist the presider and our guests 

with greeting, seating, set up, sanitization and general hosting. 
  

3. Parents are to supply me with a guest list with contact information (phone number) 
by the Wednesday preceding your date of celebration. Guests must do the online self 
assessment for COVID prior to the baptism. It is available here  https://covid-
19.ontario.ca/self-assessment/ and must not have travelled in the past two weeks 
out of the country. These steps are essential for the safety of our families, their 
guests, our hosts and the presiders.  
 

4. The number of guests (including the baptism family, godparents, presider and 
Pastoral Team or Host Team members) must follow current guidelines; We welcome 
up to 20 guests per family to accommodate the required six feet of physical 
distancing in the church. This is inclusive of the family for baptism and their guests. 
Being a smaller building, Our Lady of Victory will accommodate one family at a time.  
  

5. Baptism families and guests are required wear a mask at all times while in the 
church. Physical distancing between families/people of six feet must be maintained. 
Hosts will assist with seating to facilitate this. 

 
6. Presiders and hosts are required to wear masks. Wherever possible the presider will 

maintain six feet physical distancing during the baptism. 
 

7. Hand sanitizers will be available at door. One entrance will be used. 
 

8. Sanitizer will also be placed near the presider on the table where baptism essentials 
are placed. 

 
10.One washroom will be open. Hosts will direct those who need this to the correct 
washroom. 

 

11.Pictures may be taken during the baptism and for a brief time after the baptism. 
Physical distancing must be maintained during pictures and masks are required at all 
times while in the building. This includes during the baptism and picture taking. 
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Celebration of the Sacrament: 
 

1. Water: We will not use the font in the normal way. A pitcher of water will be 
prepared in advance and set in the empty font. Over the font the presider will pour 
the blessed water from the pitcher. After the baptism the water poured is emptied 
into the sacrarium or the ground depending on the church celebrated in. The 
presider is not to use their hands for the water. 
 

2. Signing of the Cross on the forehead: The presider will omit the actual signing of 
the child on the forehead and use words of welcome claiming the child for Christ. 
 

3. Anointings with Oils: Omit the Oil of Catechumens anointing. On page 78 of the new 
ritual, we find the instruction in #131---“If for serious reasons, the Conference of 
Bishops so decides, the Anointing Before Baptism may be omitted.  In Canada, it may 
be omitted when the minister of Baptism judges the omission to be pastorally 
desirable.” With this in mind, the anointing with CHRISM after baptism by water 
seals the gift of the Spirit and so the anointing before baptism is not necessary and 
can distract from the Chrism anointing. 
 

We will be using long cotton swabs. There will be a container of new ones and also a 
container for used swabs which will be burned after use.  
 

4. Epatha Rite: This will be done simply by proclaiming the words and not coming close 
to the child. The words are more powerful than the action in this case. Omit the 
physical signing (touching) of the child.  
 

5. Candle: The baptism Candle and Certificate will be in the pew. Before the baptism 
begins be sure that one of the Godparents takes the candle from the box and brings 
it to the font when the family and godparents are called there by the presider. The 
Godparents (who was already given the candle at the pew) will be asked to light the 
candle at the appropriate time so there is no need to hand off the candle. 

 
 
Thank you to everyone! We are very excited to be able to celebrate Baptism with all of you 
and welcome your child into the Family of Christ. 
 
We very much appreciate your patience and cooperation with the above protocols and 
processes as we do our best to keep everyone safe and healthy during the Baptisms. 
 
Praying with and for you, 
God bless, 
 

 

Colleen Keane  

 

Pastoral Minster 
ckeane@dol.ca  
519-350-2420 
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