
Second Sunday of Lent, Year B                              February 28, 2021 

 

The first reading is from the Book of Genesis 22:1-2, 9-13, 15-18. God decides to 

test the faith and obedience of Abraham by asking him to sacrifice his only child. 

Isaac was the only hope of fulfilling the promise God made to Abraham that he 

will be the father of many nations. Therefore, Abraham was asked to sacrifice his 

last remaining natural chance of survival and the very foundation on which his 

faith stood. Many people get upset with this story because they can’t understand 

why God would demand the killing of Isaac.  However, this story was originally 

told to teach the people of Israel that human sacrifice practised by their pagan 

neighbours was wrong. After this incident, the idea of redeeming the firstborn 

(buying back from God) with a ram (animal or bird) began. 

 

The second reading is from Romans 8:31-35, 37. Paul is saying that God sacrificed 

his own Son (Jesus) for our sake. The love of God for us is so great that nothing 

can separate us from God, neither hardship nor distress, neither persecution nor 

famine, neither nakedness nor peril or the sword. 

 

The gospel is from Mark 9:2-10. It is the story of the transfiguration. From the 

synoptic, we know that this story took place six to eight days (Matthew 6 days, 

Luke 8 days) after Peter’s profession of faith at Caesarea Philippi, when Jesus 

revealed to his disciples that he would suffer and die. The apostles became 

extremely sad. Jesus decided to take Peter, James and John to the mountain where 

he was transfigured, to let them catch a glimpse of his heavenly glory. He did this 

to strengthen the faith of his disciples that was beginning to wane. Secondly, in 

preparation for his imminent passion and death, he went up the mountain to consult 

God the Father in his moment of trial. 

 

So, from the readings, we hear about people being tested or tried. Abraham was 

tested to the point that he was asked to sacrifice his only son, Isaac. God sacrificed 

his only Son, Jesus Christ, who experienced serious trials. 

 

There are moments in our own lives when we are equally tested like Abraham was. 

We may not be asked to sacrifice our only child, but there are trials in our lives that 

approximate to Abraham’s trial. Often we are faced with moments of crisis like the 

death of a loved one, family rivalry, unemployment, disappointments in 

relationship, etc. We could be tested or tried with ill health. In each case, it is 

something precious to us that seem to be slipping away through the fingers. 

 



The season of Lent is an excellent opportunity for us to examine those things that 

we hold very dear, the Isaacs of our lives, and offer them up. God is not expecting 

us to kill our child; God is asking us to turn away from selfishness, refrain from 

evil thoughts, words and actions that cause unease at our home and poison our 

family or community life. The process of letting go is never easy. The best we can 

do is to take everything to God on a spiritual mountain of prayer. In fact, God is 

constantly inviting us to his spiritual mountain of prayer, for self-recollection and 

self-evaluation. If we arrive at this mountain of faith, God will strengthen us, 

transform our problems and help us to let go. 

 

To direct my reflections, I would like to ask the following questions: 

1. If Abraham was prepared to sacrifice his only child, Isaac, and if God 

sacrificed his only Son, Jesus Christ, what can I sacrifice in this season of 

Lent, maybe one of my bad habits or addictions? 

2. As a Christian, does my faith enable me to consult God on the mountain of 

prayer, so as to have my problems resolved or transformed? 

3. Am I making honest effort to overcome the sins and weaknesses of my life? 

 

In addition to our individual intentions, let us pray for ourselves and for many 

people in the world today who spend their daily lives in the valley of toil and 

hardship; those who feel abandoned by God to the point that they doubt their faith 

and its promises that they may remain close to Jesus during this season of Lent. 

We pray that we may have a true mountaintop experience that will transform our 

doubts and fears into assurances of a better future as we listen attentively to Jesus 

Christ every day, since God has commanded us to do so in the gospel. 

 


