
Twenty-fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time Year A         September 20, 2020 

 

On this twenty-fifth Sunday of the year, the first reading is from the book of the prophet 

Isaiah 55:6-9. Two things are emphasised in the passage. The first is an invitation to 

repentance. Isaiah says: “Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he 

is near; let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let 

them return to the Lord…” (Isaiah 55:6-7).  The second is more prominent: “For my 

thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. For as 

the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my 

thoughts than your thoughts” (Isaiah 55:8-9). It boils down to the fact that God has a 

different standard from us human beings. 

 

The second reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians 1:20-24, 27 reveals to us his 

level of commitment to and love for Christ. He wrote this letter from prison while death 

seemed to be staring him in the face. Reflecting on death, Paul finds himself in a dilemma: 

to live and continue to spread the Good news so that more people will come closer to God 

or to die and be with Christ forever. For Paul, to die and be with Christ forever is better, 

but he resigns himself completely to God’s will. 

 

The Gospel from Matthew 20:1-16 is the parable of the labourers in the vineyard. The 

owner of the vineyard hired the first set of workers before sunrise (6:00 am) and agreed to 

pay them the daily wage. He went out to the market at different times: at 9:00 am, 12:00 

noon, 3:00pm and at 5:00pm. At 6:00pm (Sunset), he asked his manager to call all the 

labourers and give them their pay beginning with those who were employed last and 

ending with those employed first. When the last to be employed (who had worked for only 

one hour) came they received the usual daily wage. Those who were employed first felt 

that they would probably receive more. They were disappointed because they received the 

same daily wage as those who worked for only one hour. They grumbled against the 

landowner. But he said to them: “Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree 

with me the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to 

this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 

belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?” (Mt. 2013-15. 

 

The early Church applied the parable to the tension between Jewish Christians and the 

Gentiles, and it is likely that Matthew addressed this parable to his fellow Jewish 

Christians. God called the Jews first to build the kingdom of God, but at a late hour God 

also called the Gentiles to work with them in building the same kingdom. The main thrust 

of the Gospel is about the generosity of God in throwing open the doors of the kingdom of 

heaven to all as a gift, not because we deserve it. God employs all of us to work for him in 

this world. The reward he will give to us is heaven. We work for God by keeping his 

commandments. It does not matter how long we are faithful to his commandment, the 

reward is the same – Heaven. We should not expect a bigger or better heaven. 

 

By our human standards, our assessment of the Gospel of today would be that the actions 

of the landowner do not make sense. It sounds unfair for those who worked only one hour 



to receive the same pay as those who toiled for twelve flogging hours. Our sense of justice 

holds that work and effort are translated into expectations of reward. Without this the 

economy would crumble. Incentive will be lacking if those who work less are paid the 

same as those who work harder. A system like that would encourage laziness. 

 

With the parable Jesus wishes to shock our overly neat views with regard to reward and 

worth. If we condemn the landowner in the Gospel parable, what it means is that someone 

is to be valued depending on one’s efforts and output. If that is the case, we then have no 

qualms to reject the poor, the sick, the elderly, the physically challenged, the unemployed 

and the unborn because they are not contributing anything to society. This seems to define 

our sense of justice in our human world. But one thing we should not forget each time we 

feel that God has not done things right is: God’s ways are not our ways, his thoughts 

are not our thoughts; his ways are higher than our ways and his thoughts are higher 

than our thoughts. The parable in the Gospel is not about justice but about the generosity 

of God. 

 

Reflecting on these readings, I would like to propose the following questions: 

1. Do I get angry with God because of the things happening in my life? 

2. Am I envious of the fortunes of others?  

3. Do I realise that God’s ways and his thoughts are higher than mine? 

4. Is my respect for people dependent on their actual worth and productivity? 

 

Let us pray that our thoughts and actions will be in conformity with the mind of God. We 

also pray for those who are out of work, that the master of the vineyard may help them to 

secure a job to enable them to provide for themselves and their families. 

 
 


