
Year A – 14th Sunday of Ordinary Time Homily 

 

Greetings, brothers and sisters! 

There is an interesting line in the book of Ecclesiastes, which makes up 

part of the Wisdom literature of the Old Testament.  It goes like this: 

“Again I saw under the sun that the race is not won by the swift, nor 

the battle by the valiant, nor a livelihood by the wise, nor riches by the 

shrewd, nor favour by the experts; for a time of misfortune comes to all 

alike.” (Eccl. 9:11) 

Now, the whole book of Ecclesiastes is not exactly the most optimistic 

Biblical literature at times. But, is that verse telling us not to bother to 

try to be swift or valiant or wise or shrewd or have expertise?  Of 

course, that’s not its point.  In fact, in the very preceding verse, it tells 

us:  

“Anything you can turn your hand to, do with what power you have.” 

(Eccl. 9:10) 

What the verse is trying to acknowledge is that good fortune or 

misfortune will always have a role in how our lives turn out.  Results in 

life are not merely a product of our talents or efforts, as important as 

those are.  There will always be factors outside of our control. 

I was reminded of that because of what Jesus says in this Sunday’s 

Gospel: 

“I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 

hidden these things from the wise and intelligent and have revealed 



them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will…All things 

have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son 

except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and 

anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal Him.” (Matt. 11:25-27) 

This reminds us that our spiritual lives are also not just a result of our 

own personal talents and efforts.  If they were, we could easily brag 

about how holy we are because of what we’ve done by ourselves.  

There is always the matter of God’s grace – His free gift of revealing 

Himself and His love for us and of allowing us to share in that life and 

love. 

As Jesus points out, sometimes the wise and intelligent miss out on that 

grace while spiritual “infants” get it.  Again, Jesus isn’t telling not to try 

to be spiritually wise or intelligent.  But, God’s grace is not something 

we can earn or demand by our efforts but can only be received freely as 

God desires to give it to each of us. 

So, growing in our spiritual life and growing in “knowing the Father and 

Son” is not always a matter of us having to “try harder”.  It requires us 

recognizing that, just like the fortune mentioned by Ecclesiastes, there 

is a necessary spiritual factor beyond our control: God’s totally free 

generous gift of knowing Him and sharing in His life.  So, if trying harder 

is not the answer, what is? 

 Recognizing our need (as young children recognize their 

dependence on their parents) for God’s free gift of grace 

 Asking for that gift 

 Being as open as possible to receiving it 

 



God bless, 

Fr. Peter 


