
Homily – Palm Sunday 

April 5, 2020 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

 

I'm sure it's painful for all of us to be unable to celebrate these Holy Week 

festivities together at church.  This Palm Sunday also deprives us of the 

opportunity of bringing blessed palm branches home with us from church to 

hang in our homes.  I wish I had some profound and wise words of 

consolation for all us in this time of various types of losses but all I can think 

of is this: experiencing all of these losses in our own lives might help us to 

enter into the losses that Jesus experienced during this week in which He 

gave up everything for us. 

 

There is a very interesting instruction contained in the Missal (the book with 

all of the prayers for our Masses that the priest prays from at the altar) for the 

celebration of our annual Palm Sunday Mass.  It reads: “At the end of the 

Gospel, a brief homily may be given.”  That might sound like music to the 

ears of those who aren't big fans of long homilies!  But, of course, it's a very 

practical instruction.  Palm Sunday is one of the two occasions each year 

during Holy Week when a long account of Jesus' Passion and Death is read. 

So, after a long Gospel reading, a brief homily should suffice.  I think another 

reason that only a brief homily is recommended is because a Passion account 

from the Gospels should really “speak for itself”.  So, I strongly recommend 

to all of you to read at home the Gospel that we would have heard together at 

church this weekend.  This year's Passion account is chapters 26 and 27 from 

the Gospel of Matthew.  Please take time to read it prayerfully and let it 

“speak for itself” to you. 

 

In the spirit of letting the Passion Gospel passage speak for itself, I'll just 

make a very brief observation about our 1
st
 and 2

nd
 readings this weekend.  

They both speak to us about the suffering of Jesus (one reading looking 

forward in prophecy and the other looking back in reflection).  Both of them 

speak to us about a method to Jesus' ministry which could be summarized as 

“first this, then that” and which would be fruitful for us to adopt as well. 

 



The first reading from the prophet Isaiah foretells Jesus' experience of being 

struck, insulted and spat upon.  But, before that, it foretells that He would 

have the tongue of a teacher.  This is only made possible by something that 

comes first: “Morning by morning he wakens – wakens my ear to listen as 

those who are taught.”  We recognize in Jesus the teacher par excellence of 

His Father's Good News.  But, He is that excellent teacher because He first 

listens obediently and consistently to His Father's voice.  First listening to 

God, then teaching His truth. 

 

Our second reading comes from Saint Paul's Letter to the Philippians and is 

widely acknowledged by Scripture scholars to have been a hymn used by the 

early Christian church.  It speaks of the exaltation that God lavishes on His 

Son, Jesus, and the name He is given above all other names.  But, something 

comes first again: Out of love, Jesus empties Himself by becoming one like 

us, and then humbles Himself even further by dying for us on the Cross.  

First, humble, self-emptying and sacrificial love, then sharing in the glory 

prepared by God. 

 

My friends, those are two good lessons for us to learn and imitate as we 

follow in Jesus' footsteps this Holy Week.  First, we should focus on being 

disciples who consistently listen to God's word and His voice, and only then 

try to teach others what we've heard and learned.  First, we should strive to 

lower ourselves as Jesus did in humble love and service, and only then look 

for God (and not ourselves or others) to exalt us. 

 

God bless you all this Palm Sunday! 

 

Fr. Peter 


