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Today is Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord. It begins the last week of Lent and marks the beginning 

of the Holy Week, which is the holiest week of our liturgical calendar. It is quite unfortunate and sad that 

our celebration this year is low-key because of the dreadful COVID-19 (Coronavirus) pandemic that is 

sweeping across the world, resulting in a lockdown in many parts of the globe. This is unprecedented. 

However, it is my prayer that in spite of the present undesirable situation that has crippled the world and 

injected fears and uncertainty into all of us, that Christians may in the quietude of their homes experience 

fruitful and spiritually meaningful Holy Week celebrations.  

  

The liturgy of Palm Sunday is unique because we listen to two Gospel passages that are different in tone 

and sentiment; the first is about the triumphant entry of Jesus into the great city of Jerusalem days before 

his crucifixion and death. The second one is a detailed story of the passion of Jesus. Palm Sunday 

celebration is a summary of the liturgical celebrations of the Holy Week because within this one liturgical 

celebration, we experience the love, sadness and joy that characterise Holy Week ceremonies. 

 

The palm branches we use on Palm Sunday dates to the ancient times as a symbol/emblem of joy and 

victory of a people over their enemies. The crowds of people in the first Gospel passage we read joyfully 

welcomes and cheers Jesus as king. People see him as the Messiah who has come to liberate them from 

the Roman conquerors and occupiers of their land. For us Christians, it is a sign of victory of Jesus Christ 

over the sins of the world. The priest wears red vestments today to symbolize our redemption in Christ’s 

blood. 

 

The readings of Palm Sunday point to the Cross of Jesus Christ by focusing on his suffering and death. 

The first reading from Isaiah 50:4-7 is the third Servant Song. The passage summarises the ministry of 

Jesus; how he was rejected, how he responded and what led to his suffering and death. However, in all 

his suffering, the Servant trusted in God, knowing that God must have the last word. The second reading 

from the letter of Paul to the Philippians 2:6-11is a hymn referring to Jesus Christ who took on our 

human condition. He was obedient to the Father and even humbled himself to the point of accepting the 

most shameful kind of death – death on a cross. God rewarded the obedience and humility of Christ by 

raising him up and making him the Lord of heaven and earth. The Gospel according to Matthew 26:14-

27:66 is the passion narrative. There are several themes one can tease out from the passion narrative; 

however, it suffices to choose one out of the many themes to reflect upon. 

 

This year, I would like to focus on the attitude of the crowd. It was an enthusiastic crowd that welcomed 

Jesus who rode on a donkey into Jerusalem. They spread their cloaks on the road, cut branches and 

spread them on the road. They were singing: “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who 

comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” (Matthew 21:9). When people in 

Jerusalem wondered what was going on, the crowd testified: “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth 

in Galilee” (Matthew 21:10-11). This is like a red-carpet reception. They did that because they believed 

that Jesus was the Messiah who had come to liberate them from the oppression of the Romans. However, 

just a few days after that, it was the same Jewish crowd that chanted “Hosanna” that started to shout 

“Crucify him!” What an erratic crowd! Simply because Jesus did not meet their expectations of a 

conquering earthly king, they quickly changed their attitude from adoration and praise to insults and 

condemnation.  

 

We are often like the crowd; sometimes we repose our trust and confidence in God, at other times God 

simply does not exist for us. Our inconsistency can be observed in the difference between the faith we 

profess and the actual lives we live. It is seen when we ignore the way God would like to see us live and 

choose something on the contrary. It is observed when we choose injustice over justice, falsehood over 

truth. This shift in our allegiance to God is disheartening. Unfortunately, this is a common experience in 

our lives. Our attitude towards God is different when things are going well for us and when things are 



difficult. Whenever our prayers are not answered we tend to disregard God and quickly forget his 

blessings on us in the past. 

 

In this Holy Week, we should ask for God’s forgiveness for the many times we shifted our allegiance 

from him and disappointed him. We ought to consider his love for us that led him to pay the ultimate 

price on the cross for our sins and find reasons to identify with him always. We must endeavour to 

imitate our Saviour who endured suffering, who was humble and obedient to the Father to the end. 

 

In my reflection, I would like to ask the following questions: 

1. Do I handle suffering like the “Suffering Servant”, who Christians understand to be Jesus? 

2. Am I as humble and obedient as Jesus is to the Father? 

3. Do I find myself denying Jesus in any way? 

 

Let us pray that in spite of our inability to congregate for liturgical services this Holy Week because of 

the pandemic that is ravaging the world, that this year’s Holy Week may turn out to be the most fruitful 

and meaningful for all of us. Let us pray that our “yes” to Jesus may never waiver no matter what we may 

experience in life.   


